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ISLAND OF LASTOVO, CROATIA
Dobre Dobričević association
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Department of Ethnology of University of Zadar

21 - 28/09/2019

CULTURE CENTER, DOLAC 5, LASTOVO
INFORMATION AND APPLICATIONS
TO 15/07/2019 BY MAIL: udruga.bb@gmail.com
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PHOTO: ANATOMY OF ISLANDS 2018

INTRODUCTION
Abandoning the fields as
raison d’etre of the village and
discontinuing cultivation of
field crops resulted in their
gradual return to nature.
Cultivable land grew into
wilderness. Regrettably, at
the island of Lastovo the
agriculture was preserved
only in reduced extent. The
village of Lastovo, though
assuming a number of
functions of a town, had
maintained its village form,
largely due to its sparse
population and distance from
the town. The task of the
workshop is to investigate the
process of re-ruralisation of
the village.
Lastovo has 46 fertile fields,
some of which have been
cultivated since early stone
age through Ancient Roman
times to nowdays. Colourful
valley basins seem at first to
lack any order, but a closer
look reveals consistent, rich
and complex structure. The
standard composition of
agricultural land is as follows:
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} AREAS
Active (agricultural) areas
denote cadastral plots which have
been further divided during the
years, mostly due to inheritance
procedures. The areas are still
used or were used for growing
vines, olives, fruit and vegetables,
i.e. diverse crops. The planting
schedule and crop rotation
represent a specific cultural aspect
of Lastovo culture, agri-culture.
For example, a few of the local
farmers treasure seeds of the
chickpeas plant or Lastovo cabbage.
Rare almond trees grow in the
middle of vineyards. One of the
key issues identified for active
areas is unresolved ownership
status, as most are still legal
property of deceased persons.
This circumstance hinders their
reactivation.

} LINES
Active areas are framed by a
public paths network, i.e. lines
which were marked ages ago and
which effectively connect all the
areas. They follow natural features
of the terrain. Supplementary
network is formed by earlier
irrigation lines, which are now
completely abandoned.

} POINTS
The agricultural zone is dotted by
several natural recesses containing
water holes or ‘pjover’ – areas for
collecting rainwater. Scattered
over the agricultural area, we find
small churches with accompanying
surrounding areas; stone crosses
which mark crossroads or starting
and ending points of specific units
and Illyrian stone field houses
‘bunje’. The architectural landscape
is erratic.
Lately, there have been some
developments such as small family
farms and utilisation of paths as
bike and hike trails... However,
modernity does not occur based
on a plan or collective endeavour
– it occurs accidently and
inadvertently.
Names of fields as geographical
locations present an inspiring
subject: Lokavje, Kosovo, Vino Poje,
Prgovo... The names correspond to
the natural features of the locations
and the related cadastral divisions
which are evident on location. In
other words, the etymology of the
name reveals the features of the land
or the traditionally grown crops.
The fields are surrounded by
a stretch of dense forest on the
hillside. The forest fire protection
system is in place, which contributes
to sustainability of the eco-system.

} THE TASK
The task is to record all the
specifics and interesting points of
the selected unit, both material
and non-material, establish
connections with the rest of the
area, research archaeological sites
and evaluate cultural heritage. The
overall objective is to complete
a critical analysis of the existing
situation. The analysis will serve as
a valuable theoretical material for
further work. The main part of the
workshop will cover visual, artistic
and professional determinants of
legal, landscape and infrastructure
interventions, i.e. innovative
architectural interventions with
the purpose of enabling better
blood flow, additional activity, reestablishment of ancient locations
and similar aspects. In a nutshell,
the outcome of the interventions
should be to serve as an invitation
to return to the production of
food as primary human activity
and primary rural production
activity. In this context, tourism
is a concurrence and agriculture
is raison d’etre, actual culture and
actualization of this village and any
village.

Participants invited
to register are
especially young
professionals and
students of final
years of university
study programmes
in urban planning
and/or architecture,
agronomy, law,
geography and
ethnology. In the
process of evaluating
the received
applications, the jury
will focus on equal
representation of all
listed professions.
Interdisciplinary
approach should
ensure systematic
problem-solving.
The idea is to
produce final
work which will
be useful for the
local community,
easy to put into
practice, and
most importantly,
presented at the final
public presentation.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
} GETTING THERE
Take ferry or camataran
from Split to Lastovo and back.
Jadrolinija schedule:
Split - Lastovo 21/09/2019
departure arrival
catamaran 15:00 18:15
ferry 17:30 22:00

In Lastovo village there are rooms,
apartments and private houses
for rent. Participants will all be
accommodated in the village. All
accommodation is max 10 min
walk from all the important places.
Organizers will take care of
accommodation of all participants
and their tutors.

} MEALS
Breakfast will be served in Amfora
restaurant every morning from
8:30 till 9:30.
Dinners will be in different
restaurants. When applying, please
specify if you have special diets.
Participation includes breakfast,
dinner and snacks in working area.

} WORKING SPACE

} PARTICIPATION FEES

Dobre Dobricevic Culture Centre is
a big working and exhibition space
equipped with a library, coffee area
with soft drinks for sharing,
2 bathrooms, free wifi,
F – type sockets, A3 printer, cinema
projector...

900 HRK = 125 EUR

-

breakfast and dinner

Things that you will need:
laptop, camera, outfit for
walking in nature (there are
no poisonous snakes
on the island)

-

welcoming party and cinema

-

tutoring

-

various discounts

Things that you might need:
driving licence, swimming suit

includes:
- accommodation for all
workshop days

} WORKSHOP

APPLICATION

Apply by 15th of July 2019
by sending a short CV and, if
applicable, portfolio (max 2
A4 pages), a portrait photo and
a motivation letter to the email:
udruga.bb@gmail.com.
You will be notified in the course
of 10 days and asked to pay
a participation fee that is not
refundable. You can only transfer it
to another participant.

PHOTO: STJEPAN TAFRA

Lastovo - Split 28/09/2019
departure arrival
catamaran
4:25
7:40
ferry
4:30
9:00

} ACCOMODATION
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FIELDS OF LASTOVO

Map of Lastovo settlements and fields made on
the basis of cadastral map. Cadastral map was
made at the end of 19th century but it is still used.
The map is not very accurate, but it shows well the
texture of the ownership and usage.
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TRADITION OF FARMING
ANNETTE MUFIĆ TROJKOVIĆ, NIVES ŠARIĆ, MARIANA BUCAT

PHOTOS: MARIANA BUCAT, 2002.

} THE OLIVE PICULJA - THE OLIVE FROM
THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD

The study of olive genetics in Croatia
conducted by mr. sc. Tatjana Klepo from
the Institute for Adriatic Culture and Karst
Amelioration (identifying cultivars with
molecular markers) showed that there are
three original olive populations on Lastovo,
two of which are the original populations of
wild olives. A similar case in Croatia is only
found on Pag, Hvar, Brijuni and Pelješac.
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} RUKATAC CULTIVAR
Rukatac is an autochthonous white
type from coastal Croatia that found
its ideal environment on Lastovo.
The name is a consequence of the
grape cluster shape - it has the
appearance of a hand. Only in some
areas of Dalmatia, it is known under
this name, elsewhere it is called
Marastina.
Clusters are not tight, and grapes
have a solid skin whose golden

color becomes more pronounced
the longer it is in the sunlight. The
vineyard is more demanding than
the others, it is susceptible to sludge
and matures late.
It is presumed that this type was
brought by the old Greeks. DNA
testing has shown that Rukatac
Malvasia Lunga is also known as
Malvasia del Chianti. The third
Croatian Malvasia. Istrian Malvasia

is considered to be the original
one. Apart from this, Malvasia
also grows in Dubrovnik (in Italy
known as Malvasia delle Lipari and
Malvasia di Sardegna, and in Spain
Malvasia di Sitges). Apart from the
wine, the grapes are delicious and
fresh, a very tasty sherry is made
from the Rukatac.
It is a beautiful, versatile Dalmatian
cultivar.
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FIELDS - CADASTRE
AND LAND REGISTRY

} CROATIAN REAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION SYSTEM
MARIANA BUCAT, MARIJANA MASTILOVIĆ, DIANA MAGDIĆ

} CUSTOMARY LAW – THE STATUTE OF LASTOVO
The postulates of customary law
on Lastovo, materialised in the
Statute of Lastovo, were consistently
implemented from 1310 until 1808,
the year that marked the fall of the
Dubrovnik Republic (Republic of
Ragusa). The island functioned in
accordance with the regulations which
meticulously governed a rather broad
range of activities, situations and
phenomena.
Particular care was devoted to the
drafting of paragraphs related to
agriculture, which were expanded and
amended over the course of centuries.
In the autonomous Commune of
Lastovo, agriculture was the basis of
autonomy, the main source of food,
export product, and an indicator of
status.
Not surprisingly, inheritance was an
important issue, as well as real property
management in general. Here we shall
highlight the frontline of defence of the
island’s sovereignty: the ban on selling
or granting real property to foreigners
(Chapter XXXVII), in particular to the
prince / royalty:
We hereby decide and stipulate that
no one from the island of Lastovo shall

sell real property, i.e. land, vineyards
and houses (to someone) outside of
the island of Lastovo, but only to the
inhabitants of Lastovo, and those who
do sell their real property can do so only
to their relatives for the same price that
they would, by their own declaration,
(sell) to others. Furthermore, real
property cannot be bestowed (on
anyone) outside of the island, under (the
risk of) incurring a fine in the amount
of 200 ducats which is to be paid to the
Commune of Lastovo and of the loss of
property.
The history of legislation on the
island of Lastovo is in fact a highly
sophisticated chronicle of a selfsustainable system shaped by
isolation and the island’s strategic
position. Nowadays, both isolation
and strategic position have entirely
different meanings. Legislation is
also completely different now, but
certain relics of the customary law
fortunately still remain among the
people.
One of the challenges is to raise
awareness about the relics which
represent an incontestable cultural
wealth of Lastovo.

- official legal documents
(examples of contracts, required
documentation)
- decision of the court or
another competent body
(examples of contracts, required
documentation)
- inheritance (summary of the
procedure)
- legislative changes (examples)
In this part, a special emphasis
should be placed on situations in
which there is no legal succession
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between the legal grounds required
for an ownership registration, i.e.
when those grounds are missing;
- individual correction procedure
(why, when, jurisdiction,
necessary documents, court fees,
an example of a proposal)
- civil action (why, when,
jurisdiction, necessary
documents, court fees, an
example of a lawsuit)
- subsequently discovered
assets (definition of the
term, procedure, proposal,
documentation, jurisdiction...)

sold out, nor will it be for quite some
time. Namely, owners (who often
only think they are the owners)
put unreasonable prices on their
property. In any even remotely
civilised buyer, the improper
mapping and discrepancies in
registers instil uncertainty regarding
the acquisition. The combination of
high pricing and inexact documents
is the main reason which prevents
overbuilding (mostly in the coastal
parts of the country!).
For unbuildable land, these
circumstances mean that farmers
are unable to seek incentives from
the state or EU funds because they
cannot prove the main prerequisite
for incentives – ownership; and
today incentives are crucial for
starting any serious agricultural
activity.
Another thing one should keep
in mind are the costs related to
regulation of one’s ownership
in the Republic of Croatia: the
litigations tend to be lengthy,
and consequently attorney’s fees
are high. Furthermore, any real
property transaction, apart from

immediate family inheritance, is
subject to taxation.
Inheritance-related particularities
conditioned by the traditional
customary law:
- manners of dividing the land
through inheritance
- inheritance passed along the
female line (involving mainly the
land, as opposed to inheritance
passed along the male line which
mainly included houses)
- land close to the sea vs. greenfield
land
- parish registers books: baptism
certificates and access to the
information held by the Holy
Mother Church, which is an
interested party in a large number
of legal cases
- introduction of birth registers
- Church and ownership, lease of
the church land and consequences
stemming from it

- looking into the possibility of
land swapping for the purpose
of land consolidation.

material for creating pictures or
stories, but also as a solution of
civil litigations.
Among urban planners and
architects, this topic is often
ignored and not studied at
university, while in reality the
awareness of the mental state
of a space governs the future of
planning on a large scale.

} LAND REGISTRY CLINIC

} INTRODUCTORY PRESENTATION
Manners of / basis for registering
property rights in land registries:

The system of registering the real
properties in Croatia is based on
two registers: Cadastre and Land
Registry. Documents such as maps,
details about the purposes for which
the land is used, users and land area
are kept at the Cadastre, while the
Land Registry keeps information
about owners, ownership history,
encumbrances and (again) land
area.
A “systematic” move towards private
ownership has resulted in a chaos
regarding real property registration.
Data about land areas do not
coincide; official data does not
correspond to the actual situation
on site; some land owners have died,
while others are involved in lengthy
litigations; built real properties
have not been registered with a
use permit; the Church makes
uncritical claims on properties
which were, in their opinion,
wrongfully confiscated without
any compensation after the World
War 2... It is also worth mentioning
that another consequence of such a
chaos is the fact that real property
in Croatia has not been completely

Costs:
- court fees for a land registry
procedure, correction
procedure, civil action,
inheritance procedure
- attorney’s fee according to the
Tariff
Cadastre and cadastral
procedures:
- compatibility between Land
Registry data and Cadastre data
- why and when
- course of a procedure
(jurisdiction, how to start a
lawsuit, fees, duration)

The Land Registry Clinic is
conceived as a meeting place
for the citizens of Lastovo and
law and ethnology students.
The workshop is open to all
interested participants, who can
bring ownership documents
with which students can work
during the workshop and take
the necessary steps towards
ownership registration, such as:
- reconstruction of the family
tree;
- “reconnaissance” of the
described inheritance practice
over the last 100 years;
- systematizing legal succession;
- verifying the validity of legal
succession documents;
- comparison of the land area and
usage in reality, in the Cadastre
and in the Land Registry;

This part of the workshop will
indeed be practical, based on the
training from the beginning of
the workshop and on questions
posed by the citizens of Lastovo.
The fusion of customary law and
the current legislation gives rise
to a number of particularities,
especially traditional customs
and norms, which need to be
identified in the course of the
workshop. Identification of
particularities and traditions,
paired with a compliance with
current practices, actually
provides a picture of life of an
isolated community and can
serve not only as a valuable

REFERENCES:
Act on ownership and other
real rights (The Official Gazette
91/96, 68/98, 137/99, 22/00, 73/00,
129/00, 114/01, 79/06, 141/06,
146/08, 38/09, 153/09, 143/12,
152/14)
Law on State Survey and Real
Property Cadastre (The Official
Gazette 112/18)
The Statute of Lastovo (1994),
Književni krug Split
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ARCHAEOLOGY
TOMISLAV ZOJČESKI, EVA BUĆA

} RESULTS OF THE 2019

PHOTOS: EVA BUĆA

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
FIELD SURVEY
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The pilot archaeological field
survey was conducted in April
2019. The Lowfields (Nizno Polje)
location was surveyed, as well as a
couple of locations in Winefields
(Vinopolje), north-east of Ubli.
First results include the discoveries
of numerous sites from several
time periods in different parts of
the field: from the earliest evidence
of human presence dating back
to the Neolithic to the traces of
a large Roman site with a visible
architecture and numerous
moveable finds on the southern
slope of the elevation next to the
Winefields.
Lowfields will serve as an example
of archaeologically surveyed space,
the results of which allow us to
start documenting and interpreting
the evidence of human presence
in the field due to the fact that a
GIS database has been created
for it and historical maps and
photographs have been examined,
illustrating the development of the
field over the last few centuries.
A long tradition of exploitation
of the field is evident, and the
discovery of new sites will allow
us to register them and undertake
preventive protective measures.
LA. {AGRI}CULTURE 2019. /
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ORGANISATIONS AND
PEOPLE INVOLVED

}

}
}

}

Mariana Bucat
architect
organizer, tutor, NGO Dobre Dobričević

}

Sara Jurinčić
architect
coorganizer, tutor, Anatomy of Islands

Nevena Kereša
architect
coorganizer, tutor, Anatomy of Islands

Ivana Marčeta Frlan
historian
organizer, NGO Dobre Dobričević

Marijana Mastilović
lawyer
organizer, NGO Dobre Dobričević

}

}

Hrvoje Cokarić
artist
lecturer, ZOO of traditional
domestic animals
of Dalmatia, Split

Tomislav Oroz
anthropologist
tutor, Department of Ethnology
and Anthropology
University of Zadar, coorganizer

TUTORS
}
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Stealth Unlimited

}

Piet Vollaard
The Natural City

}

Andrew Cartwright
CEU
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THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

SEPTEMBER 21st

WELCOMING
EVENING
Once you get off the catamaran, you will meet your
host who will take you to the accommodation. After
you have settled, find Amfora restaurant where
there will be a welcoming party. It is consisted of a
dinner and getting to know each other. Participants
will group into team of 5 as arranged prior to their
arrival.
Dinner and socializing
from 19:00 to 00:00.
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}TWO

FLANEUR
IN THE FIELDS
Breakfast at 9:00
Lectures on farming before the site visit and
Piet Vollard talking about Nature Inclusive
Design and Ecological Architecture
Group visits to the chosen areas.

THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

}ONE

SEPTEMBER 22nd

Spend time and come back with what you have
found and brought: photos, videos, stories, plant
samples, litter you find... Answer the following
questions in order to participate in an evening
presentation.
What did you see?
Who did you meet?
What was your first impression?
How do you perceive the area?
What are your starting point or perspective
and your conclusion so far?
What questions or doubts do you have
in relation to these conclusions?
Dinner at 20:00
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THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

SEPTEMBER 23rd

}THREE
MORE DETAILED
RESEARCH
SEPTEMBER 24th

}FOUR

Breakfast at 8:00
Lecture on the general state of the field and history of
farming (Mariana Bucat, Ivana Marceta Frlan)
A forensic approach where flaneur becomes a
surgeon. Go back and find out:
- agricultural, symbolic, social, landscape and other
boundaries inside a homogeneous area;

- get qualitative data, make more interviews,
measure.
Who is the user and what is his position towards
the location?
How does the user impact on the borders
of the area?
What are possible scenarios for the borders
between two different users?
Decribe neigbour relations.
Location classification: abandoned, maintained,
never used, half - maintained...
Specific parts: water area for animals, irigation
water, forest frame, field huts, churches and
crosses...
Put the facts, imagery and different maps together
in order to participate in an evening presentation.
Dinner at 20:00
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THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

- rural semiotics: signs and symbols;

MAKING
STRATEGIES
Breakfast at 8:00
Lecture on public policies
(Andrew Cartwright)
Create a map of findings.
What are the possible rural strategies
related to all the findings?
Possible actions: planning, local or
governmental political action
traditional vs. unexpected usage
Possible formats: participatory game,
spatial scenarios, campaign,
agriculture squatting ...
Dinner at 20:00
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}SIX
A PROBE OF PRESENTATION
AND PRODUCTION
Breakfast at 8:00

SEPTEMBER 25th

INVENTING
INTERVENTIONS
Breakfast at 8:00
Lecture on archaeology (Sara Jurinčić)
Lecture on contemporary arts (Hrvoje Cokarić)
Performative: unfolding in situations, experience-driven action,
artistic intervention...
For example: hacking the field, spontaneous intervention,
high-tech intervention, low-tech intervention...
Participants can re-group in order to be more effective. 6 thinking hats game.
Dinner at 20:00
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Socratic dialogue, lecture
with questions from the audience,
discussion, story telling...
It envisaged in order to clarify
the idea.
THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

}FIVE

Practising communication of the idea
in different forms (Tomislav Oroz):

THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

SEPTEMBER 26th

Buffet at the working space at 14:00
Cinema evening by Kino Mediteran
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PRODUCTION
Breakfast at 8:00
The final stage is packing the analysis
and chosen strategy/intervention
related to it. Set up for the final
presentation which is going to be a
public event.
Buffet at the working space at 14:00
Cinema evening by Kino Mediteran

SEPTEMBER 28th

}EIGHT
FINAL
PRESENTATION

THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

}SEVEN

THE SCHEDULE WILL BE FILLED IN WITH MORE DETAILS OVER TIME AND MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY CHANGED.

SEPTEMBER 27th

Breakfast at 8:00
Buffet at the working space at 14:00
The expected audience is people of Lastovo and symposium participants.
Presentations are visual interpretations of whole work.
The program starts at 20:00.
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SPONSORS
AND DONATORS

SPECIAL
THANKS TO:
PEOPLE OF LASTOVO
HUNTER’S ASSOCIATION OF LASTOVO „JASTREB“
TO EDI BACKO WHO HELPS IN EVERY KIND OF SITUATION,
MOST IMPORTANTLY HAS DELICIOUS BREAKFASTS
TO ANETTE MUFIĆ TROJKOVIĆ WHO PRESENTED US HER OLIVE GROVE
LA. POLICE FORCES WHO TAKE CARE FOR US

LEGAL AID CLINIC

DESIGN / ŽARKO TIČINOVIĆ
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